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UDI-ER COUNCIL BRIEFING NOTE 

 
Date: February 3, 2020 
Municipality: City of Edmonton 
Topic: Off-Site Levies – Update and White Paper 
 
 
Summary 

• Following recent changes to the Municipal Government Act (MGA), City of 
Edmonton Administration is working on developing a new off-site levies bylaw. 

• As a major stakeholder, UDI-ER has been working closely with Administration 
on this file. 

• An update along with an attached Off-Site Levies / Development Charges White 
Paper were presented to Executive Committee on January 27, 2020 and 
subsequently received for information by City Council on February 3, 2020. 

• The next step will be a second update to Executive Committee in Q2, 2020. 

 
Background 
In October 2017, the MGA was updated to enable Alberta municipalities to collect 
monies for a wider range of infrastructure related to development growth.1 
 
Following this, as of February 2019, additional provisions have been enabled in the City 
Charters for Edmonton and Calgary that expand the opportunity for the two cities to 
collect development charges for growth related infrastructure, and to implement an 
inclusionary housing program.2  
 
Both the MGA and City Charters specify the parameters by which development 
charges must be negotiated, may be collected, and must be established through an 
off-site levies bylaw.3 
 
As a result, Administration has begun the process of developing a new bylaw. 
However, due to the complexities involved in the creation of a new off-site levies 
bylaw, Administration is focusing on a phased approach – where once the bylaw is 
implemented, both Administration and stakeholders will monitor its performance and 
make adjustments as necessary. 
 
 
                                                            
1 Off-Site Levies / Development Charges – White Paper, p. 2. 
http://sirepub.edmonton.ca/sirepub/cache/2/i3madhjd4dqnbyikudrly0qa/9057200203202002125517.PDF  
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 

http://sirepub.edmonton.ca/sirepub/cache/2/i3madhjd4dqnbyikudrly0qa/9057200203202002125517.PDF
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What Happened at Council 
On January 27, 2020, at Executive Committee, Administration presented Off-Site 
Levies - Update and White Paper. This item included both an update on the 
development of a new off-site levy bylaw along with an Off-Site Levies / Development 
Charges White Paper (attachment 1 of item 6.2). The White Paper provides an overview 
of how the City currently applies levies, the expanded opportunities for levies under 
recent changes to the MGA and the City Charter, and a number of key policy questions 
and factors that merit consideration in an approach to a bylaw for off-site levies.4 
 
Representatives from UDI-ER were in attendance on January 27th and answered 
questions from committee members. 
 
On February 3, 2020, City Council received the aforementioned report for information, 
without debate. 
 
Next Steps 
Following engagement with the public, Administration intends to advance a second 
update to Executive Committee on the overall approach to a Phase 1 Levy Bylaw in 
Q2, 2020. Subject to Committee direction, Administration would then finalize a draft 
Phase 1 Bylaw for Council’s consideration by the end of 2020.5 
 
Additionally, adoption of the forthcoming City Plan (i.e. replacement of the City’s 
Municipal Development Plan & Transportation Master Plan) is expected to provide 
direction for the longer term approach of off-site levy implementation.  
 
As a major stakeholder in the City of Edmonton’s off-site levies discussions, UDI-ER 
will continue to work collaboratively with City Administration. Furthermore, UDI-ER will 
continue to update its Members in a timely manner throughout the progression of this 
file. 
 
 
  

                                                            
4 CR_7552, p. 2. 
http://sirepub.edmonton.ca/sirepub/cache/2/i3madhjd4dqnbyikudrly0qa/9057190203202002123451.PDF 
5 Ibid, p.5. 

http://sirepub.edmonton.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=2496&doctype=minutes&itemid=75476
http://sirepub.edmonton.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=2547&doctype=agenda&itemid=80049
http://sirepub.edmonton.ca/sirepub/cache/2/i3madhjd4dqnbyikudrly0qa/9057190203202002123451.PDF

