
 

 

CHBA National – 2018 Recommendations on the Federal Rolei 

 

• “This document outlines the concerns Canadians have about housing and 
the middle class, and the role the government can play to fix the situation.” 
(p. 2) 
 

• According to a national opinion poll of 1,500 Canadians conducted by 
Earnscliffe Strategy Group (April 2018): 

o Of those polled, the largest percentage responded that the government is 
doing a poor job when it comes to housing affordability for the middle 
class (regardless of level of government – federal, provincial, municipal) 
(p. 3) 
 Said differently, only 1 in 10 Canadians think the government is 

doing a good job on this file (p. 5) 
 

o Other key notes from the opinion poll: 
 80% believe that becoming a homeowner is more difficult than it 

used to be (p. 4) 
 70% of those polled believe falling homeownership rates are a 

serious issue (p. 5) 
 

• What is driving up house prices? (Note, please refer to p. 6-7 for the 
comprehensive list) 

o These are some of the major factors driving up housing prices: 
 A lack of supply (largely due to municipal and provincial zoning 

and regulatory restrictions); 
 Increased regulations and red tape; 
 Increases in development taxes (total government taxes on houses 

can be as high as 25% of the sale price of a home); 
 Increased stringency along with the politicization of building codes 

 
• So how can government help with affordability? (Note, please refer to p. 8-11 

for the comprehensive list) 
o A commitment to affordability by all three levels of government (federal, 

provincial, municipal), focused on the following: 



o I. Supply 
 Help remove barriers to supply by streamlining policies and 

support the promotion of “missing middle” housing 
 Address the infrastructure gap by tying infrastructure investment to 

transit-oriented development (TOD) 
 

o II. Ensure Policies Support Building Better Houses for Less Cost (not 
more!) 
 For aspirational policy goals such as Energy efficiency and Climate 

Change Adaptation, focus on investments in innovation for lower 
cost solutions 

 Ensure code changes for energy efficiency have cost-neutral 
solutions before implementation 
 

o III. Mortgage and Finance Rules that Support First-Time Homebuyers 
 Implement policies that support first-time homebuyers (e.g. allow 

30-year amortizations on entry-level homes (e.g. lowest price 
quartile) for first-time homebuyers) 

 Do not implement any further restrictive mortgage rules as this is 
currently restricting access to the market for numerous potential 
homebuyers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
i Source: http://www.chba.ca/CHBADocs/CHBA/HousingCanada/Government-
Role/CanadiansJoinTheConversation_2018CHBA-web.pdf  
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