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Building Communities 
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The Edmonton Chapter of the Urban Development 

Institute (UDI) has 170 members across the Capital 

Region and is a non-profit association representing the 

development industry. Our members are development 

companies and professionals such as planners, 

surveyors, architects, landscape architects, engineers, 

contractors, lawyers and a variety of municipalities and 

utility companies. The majority of our members are 

headquartered in Edmonton.  

UDI Edmonton is guided by an elected, ten person 

executive committee and is the main decision making 

body. UDI has a variety of standing and ad-hoc 

committees which parallel the various City of Edmonton 

departments (such as planning, transportation, water 

and drainage) plus a number of committees which 

liaise with the municipalities surrounding Edmonton.    

UDI Edmonton cultivates strategic relationships with 

local chapters across the province including Medicine 

Hat, Lethbridge, Calgary, Red Deer, Cold Lake, Grand 

Prairie and Wood Buffalo. Since the majority of 

development related issues occur at the municipal 

level, local chapters such as UDI Edmonton are the 

most active bodies of our association. 
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Suburban Development  
A CATALYST FOR EDMONTON’S FUTURE GROWTH  

Employment growth and higher wages will continue to support 

housing demand in Edmonton. The city’s anticipated growth will 

contribute to ongoing demand for residential construction and 

commercial development. Projected building permits and housing 

starts for the City of Edmonton indicate a robust outlook for 

construction activity over the next ten years. The further 

development of Edmonton’s suburbs will have a sizeable economic 

impact and contribute to the future growth of the city. 

Job creation continues to be strong in sectors such as 

construction, manufacturing, energy, retail and professional 

services. Edmonton’s labour market is estimated to increase by 

1.9% in 2014
1
 while driving higher wages due to a strong demand 

for labour in an environment with low unemployment rates. This 

further encourages rising net in-migration levels as Edmonton is 

anticipating 7,400 newcomers in 2014
1
.  

 

In addition to the favourable labour market the city has to offer, 

housing costs relative to incomes in Edmonton are very low. Rising 

incomes, modest price increases and low interest rates allow 

housing in Edmonton to be more affordable compared to other 

major urban centres in Canada. 

The decision for Edmontonians to live in suburban communities is 

of a personal choice that best suits their respective lifestyle. There 

are various considerations in determining which community is 

preferable such as: length of commute to work; location of schools, 

parks and recreation facilities; affordability and availability of 

housing options; and access to major road ways and amenities. 

 

 

 

 

P r o j e c t e d  J o b  E f f e c t  a n d  I n c o m e  G r o w t h  

Residential and commercial development creates jobs both directly 

within the residential and non-residential construction sector; and, 

indirectly through industries supplying goods and services to 

support these respective sectors in production efforts. In terms of 

job creation and labour income growth, the development of 

remaining Edmonton suburbs is estimated to create approximately 

753,000 person-years of employment, an annual average of more 

than 30,000, and a boost of $2.06 billion in wages over the next  

25 years
4*

. 

 

EDMONTON’S ECONOMIC 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Edmonton will continue to 

outperform most other 

metropolitan areas in Canada. 

Projected average change in 

Real GDP growth over the next 

ten years is 2.5%.
1
 

The unemployment rate in 

Edmonton is the second lowest in 

the country and is currently at 

about 4.5%
2
. Key industries such 

as construction, manufacturing, 

energy, retail and professional 

services have contributed 

significantly to job growth in 2013. 

Excellent employment 

opportunities and relatively high 

incomes will continue to 

encourage an influx of new 

migrants from other parts of 

Canada and internationally. It is 

estimated that over the next 10 

years our city will grow by an 

average of 10,000 new 

Edmontonians every year
2
.
 

 

 

Economic Impact 
OF SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT 
2 0 1 2  R e s i d e n t i a l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  O v e r v i e w  

According to a study performed by Will Dunning Inc, the direct and 

indirect economic impacts of residential construction is significant 

and contributes to generating jobs, wages and investment. These 

economic impacts include total value of construction projects, 

number of jobs created and associated wages paid. For the 

Edmonton region, the value of residential construction was  

$5.6 billion for 2012. This activity attributed to the creation of 

17,200 person-years of employment within the local residential 

construction industry.
3
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T o t a l  E c o n o m i c  I m p a c t  o f  S u b u r b a n  

D e v e l o p m e n t  

The Urban Development Institute (UDI) estimates the remaining 

suburban neighbourhoods in Edmonton (approved and planned 

areas) will require approximately 25 years to complete 

construction for full development. There are approximately 

185,000 remaining housing units to be developed. Residential 

construction creates a ripple effect by encouraging the need for 

commercial development to service these communities. As a 

result, it is estimated that 775 hectares of commercial 

development in suburban Edmonton is available. The combined 

total economic value (direct, indirect and induced) from both 

residential and commercial development in remaining Edmonton 

suburbs is estimated at $149.21 billion over 25 years
4*

. 

 

EDMONTON 
is anticipating  
7,400 newcomers  
in 2014

1
. 

EDMONTON ’S  
labour market is 
estimated to increase 
by 1.9% in 2014

1
.  

EDMONTON  
IS THE PLACE TO BE 

Our vibrant city enjoys one of 
the fastest growth rates in 
Canada. According to the City 
of Edmonton, the city’s annual 
growth rate is estimated to 
range between 3.5% and 4% 
for 2013

2
. The local economy 

boasts strong employment and 
income growth, while offering 
Edmontonians and 
newcomers exceptional quality 
of life. 

 

“The combined  
total economic value  
of residential and 
commercial development 
in remaining Edmonton 
suburbs is estimated at 
$149.21 billion over  
25 years

4*
.” 

 

1
The City of Edmonton, Economic Outlook 2012-2013 

2
The City of Edmonton, State of the City Report 2012  

3
Will Dunning Inc. Economic Research, Edmonton CMA Economic and Fiscal Impacts of Residential Construction – 2012 

 
 

 

4
Figures derived using data from Statistics Canada, Canadian Input – Output Model 2009 

5
CMHC Government Imposed Charges on New Housing (2009) and the City of Edmonton Tax Calculator 2013 

*Based on 2013 dollars 

 

Based on the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) 

data for Government–Imposed Charges, it is estimated that the 

City of Edmonton would generate approximately $8.2 billion in 

revenues for new residential construction over 25 years. Including 

the provincial and federal revenues this would increase to more 

than $14.2 billion
5*

. 

 

E s t i m a t e d  C i t y  o f  E d m o n t o n  R e v e n u e s  

$8.2 billion  
City of Edmonton 
revenues generated 

from levies, fees, 
charges and taxes

5*
. 
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